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HE recent announcement that Mrs. Clarence

VtrfH1* Andrews was seeking a divorce from her

\PfiA RV\{ husband has let out a secret.a secret that

(flmC*j/Jldf ^as heen hidden from New York society for
KM* years. The divorce proceedings have caused

-yjlj quite a stir in the Four Hundred. But only
^rg, J to the profoundly initiated# have they recalledthe memory of "Slippery Dick" Connolly, of Tammanyand Tweed. An international romance of thrilling

interest attaches to them. Mrs. Clarence Andrews.the
beautiful Mrs. Clarence Andrews.is Slippery Dick's
granddaughter. So is the beautiful Countess de Gabriac,
of France.
When Mrs. Andrews married one of the most ornamentalof New York's men about town, she entered a

social milieu far removed from that of the noted Tweed
Ring Comptroller. But the climax of social transformationwas reached a year ago, when her sister married the
Count Arthur de Gabriac, and thus became a grande
dame of the Faubourg St. Germain, the wife of a son of
the Crusaders and an eminent figure in the rigidly aristocraticsociety that perpetuates the memory of the ancien
regime of France.

The curious thing is that these granddaughters of
"Dick" Connolly are perfectly fitted to dominate the exaltedregions which they have reached. .JThey present a

tantalizing problem to those who maintain that a certain
kind of blood alone produces such fitness.

They have never unduly paraded their descent from
"Dick" Connolly. In fact, it is generally understood in
New York that Mrs. Clarence Andrews is descended from
a noble but unfortunate Austrian family. In France it is
generally understood that the Countess de Gabriac is the
offspring of an enlightened and illustrious ornament of
the American judiciary, who, in his turn, was of equally

The father of Mrs. Clarence Andrews and of the
Countess Arthur de Gabiac was Mr. Joel Adams Fithian,
\yho married Miss Fanny B. Connolly, the favorite daugnterof the eminent Tammany Hall Comptroller. To that
worthy's millions his descendants owe their social ascensionand their present position. It is hardly fair that
he should be ignored. His spirit, we may imagine, has
writhed at the suggestion that he was an Austrian.

Mrs. Clarence Andrews is one of the most beautiful
and brilliant women in New York. Her marriage seems
to have been unfortunate, but that is merely an incident,
and not an extremely important one in the career of a
model ii society woman. Her sister, the Countess Arthur
de Gabrlac, equally brilliant and beautiful, is a peerless
star among the young matrons of the Faubourg St. Germain.

CHAPTER I.
The Rise of Richard B. Connolly.

Richard Barrett Connolly was born in Ireland, came to
New York as a boy and there became a "boy" in a different
sense. He rose high In the councils of old Tammany Hall, and
in 1867, through the influence of William M. Tweed, became
Comptroller of New York.

Connolly, Tweed and others formed the famous Tammany
ring. It was Tweed who made out the enormous bills against
the city and Connolly who enjoyed the subordinate but importantfunction of ordering them to be paid.

In 1870 the enormous bills approved by the Board of Auditors
began to attract unfavorable public notice. Vouchers against
the city for hundreds grew to thousands, and from thousands
to millions. It is said that Peter B. Sweeny remonstrated, but
to no purpose, and the depletion of the treasury went on. Prominentcapitalists examined the accounts of the Comptroller ana
m uu^u uy wiici-mcsj, illivj uULUlllg more WUS BaiU.
How the frauds were finally exposed through the claims of

« Dheriff James O'Brien Is ancient history.
Connolly was one of the first to be Implicated. He refused

C resign his office, but appointed an honest deputy, Andrew H.
G'een, and took the precaution to burn the fradulent vouchers.

Finally he was forced to resign. He was then arrested, but
was permitted to take up his quarters at the New York Hotel,
where he remained In custody of several of the Sheriff's depu'es,while endeavoring to obtain ball.

The amount required was $1,000,000. 9/ S
Several days were spent by his friends In hunting this bail,

but without success, and he was removed to Ludlow street jail.
On December 16, 1871, he was indicted for misdemeanor.
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His bail being reduced to one-half his
tives became his bondsmen, and he
released from arrest. He seized th<
portunity to leave for foreign parts
did not again return to this country,
disappearance seemed to justify the
name of "Slippery Dick," which his
rnies conferred on him.

CHAPTFR II
Tlie Rise and Fall of the Com

Family.
When Cpnnolly was beginning to r

wealth and fame as a politician he
ried Miss Maria Townsend, a cleve:
handsome woman of an old and c
guished New York family. It is a m
phenomenon that peculating politicia
humble origin are often seized with tl
sire for social distinction. Tweed llv
ivu^uvuo.j nuu u.tjj7iutJi,nLfu iue ar
the Marquises of Tweeddale. Ther
other examples. Connolly was or
them.
Perhaps he was merely trying to

his wife. She was poor, but of good
lly, and planned to make her hust
wealth give her social leadership,
made considerable progress In spite <
unfavorable comments on Mr. Tweei
Mr. Connolly by men who could not g
office. As long as they were not ex

they had plenty of friends.
Mr. and Mrs. Connolly had three ch

.two daughters and one son. One d
ter married Kobert C. Hutchings, win
surrogate of New York for a term,
son was named J. Townsend Connoll
The other daughter, who Is chiefly

estlng, was originally named Fanny
rett Connolly. She was beautiful
brilliant and ultimately became the ir
of Mrs. Andrews and the Countess d
briac.
In 1866 Miss Fanny B. Connolly nn

Joel Adams Fithian, a young lawye:
was poor, but his father-in-law pro
for him the pleasant office of Receh
Taxes in New York. Young Mr. and
Fithian lived with the Connollys at I
East Thirty-eighth street and later
ferred themselves to the new Coi
palace on Park avenue, a monume
the most successful period of the 1
Ring.
In their yearning for lsspecta

"Dick" Connolly and all his famil
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;aughowas tended Dr. E. H. Chapin's Unlversallst
Church, which was then extremely fashionableand the newest thing in religion,

inter- ^he indictment of Conno.ly and his hurRflr--1^,1n^cenrllv T>llt

and an end for a time to the social career oi
tother his family in Nesv York. But it did not
e Ga- end the ambition of his wife or daughter,

Mrs. Fithian. They remembered that iu
irried Europe people do not inquire into the
r. He dreary details of New York politics, and
cured that American millions will charm the
rer of most frigidly aristocratic circles.
Mrs. According to men who have a vivid pertfo.55 sonal recollection of that time. "Dick"

trans- Connolly took away with him $6,000,00C
inolly in United States Government bonds. This
nt to sum he divided equally among his three
"weed children. It is said he died almost penni

less. His death occurred at Marseilles Ir
bflity 1880. Whether it was remorse for hie
j at- misdeeds or the forcible separation from

e "400"
by W. R. Hearst.)
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his old friends and associates in New
York, he was a very miserable man. They
say that he died of a broken heart.

CHAPTER III.
Tiie Ascent of tlie Connolly.Fitliians.
A growing sense of the proprieties

caused Mr. and Mrs. Joel A. Fithian to
become Mr. and Mrs. J. Adams Fithian.
At the same time a certain shyness con:cerning the name of Connolly became
noticeable. The little Fithlans might have
murmured in the language of Mr. Bayly's
old song:

> "Oh, no, we never mention It,
! That name Is never heard;

Our lips are now forbid to speak
That once familiar word."

It Is true that Mr. J. Townsend Coninolly was and still Is on earth, a gay
boulevardler of Paris, bat the grossness of

AND THE fj

halei

he Connolly Is somewhat mitigated by
he dignity of the Townsem1.
Mr. and Mrs. Fithian Lad four children.
dyra Towns-end Fithian. Fanny Iiarrett
'itbian, Joel Remington FitLJan and ItlchirdIiarrett Fithian. Note the cruel siightngof Connolly in the last name. The
treat "Dick's" name was Richard Iiarrett
Connolly.
For obvious reasons New York became

listasteful to the Fithians. They determinedto live a great deal abroad. Mrs.
Mthlan arranged for tiie education of her

laughters i:i France, which was th" most

mportant thing she ever did. and is the
irigiuui reus'ju » iiiio uuiki i.c v

o be written.
Thp ambitious mother succeeded in placngher two daughters in a convent school
mder the direction of the Sisters of the
Sacred Heart, It is in these estabiishnen.tsthat the daughters of the highest
iristocracy of France are educated.
The two girls received a splendid educnion,and, what is more, they acquired the

lir and breeding peculiar to the noble
laughters of France. To these qualifieaionsthey added a radiant beauty rare

imong the noble.
Not wishing to desert America altogether,

Mr. and Mrs. Fithian bought a tine ranch
icar Santa Barbara, in Southern Califortia.They divided their time between this
place and Paris, where they had a splendidhouse at No. 24 AWnue Kleber.
They were intimate with the most aristocraticand fashionable circles of Paris.

The Figaro snoke admiringly of entertainments"cliez Ie r,chissime Amer'caiu. M.
J. Adams Fltman.

CHAPTER IV.
The Beautifnl Mrs. Clarence AndrewsBursts I'pon \'ew York.

When the oldest daughter, Miss Myra
Townsend Fithlan, was budding Into womanhood,she met and married Clarence Andrews,of New York, in Paris.
She might have come to New York and

married an Astor or a Vanderbilt with her
beauty and the prestige of her European
education and associations. But she fell in
love with a handsome man and married
him.
Mr. Andrews has a presence and little

else. He is generally called a good fellow.
He is tall, straight and distinguished in appearance.He is always well dressed, and
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is usually to be found In the vicinity of the rich and fashionable.
Mr. and Mrs. Andrews lived for three years In Paris and

then came to New Yorfc They had a little boy, who Is now eight
years old. In this city Mrs. Andrews was well received In societyand her beauty created a sensation. The grand-paternal
Connolly was never mentioned or thought of. She had lately
studied music In Vienna. She had a strong foreign accent and
some kind friends reported that she belonged to a noble Austrian
family.

Her marriage with Clarence Andrews has not proved a success,as Is clearly shown by the fact that she Is seeking a divorce.
CHAPTER V.

Miss Fanny Fithlan Becomes the Countess de Gnbrlnc.

The culminating glory of the hotlse of Connolly-Flthian was

nttalned a year ago when the youngest daughter, Fancy, marriedthe Count Arthur de Gabrlac, son of the Marquis and Mar-
dulse de Gabrlac.

The family of de Gabrlac la one of the most ancient and
honored In France, D'Hoaler assigns It an antbentlo ascent to
the tenth century. It has proof of participation In the Crusades.

The father of Count Arthur was formerly French Ambassadorto Rome. The bridegroom was born In the Eternal City, and
was there confirmed by the Pope himself. Curiously enough he
has on American grandmother. Another Count de Gabrlac marriedMiss Florence Phalen, of New York, and their daughter
married her cousin, the Marquis de Gabrlac, head of the family
and father of the young nobleman who has Just become the huebandof Miss FIthlan. Count Arthur Is a cousin of the Count
de Castellane, who married Miss Anna Gould.

The wedding Invitation read thus:

Monsieur et Madame J. Adams Flthian ont Fhonneur
le vous faire part du mariage de Mademoiselle Fanny FitIliait, Icur fille, avec le Comte Arthur de Gabriac.

Et vous prient d'assister a la benediction nuptiale qui
Icur sera donnee le jeudi, 28 Octobre, 1897, a Midi tretprecis,en VEglise Saint-Honore d'Eylan.

2.'/ Avenue Kleber.
Saint Honore d'Eylau, wLeie the religion? ceremony oe- ja^L|

curred, has seen the union of more ancient i/>uses than any
church In Paris. The witnesses for the bride were General
IloraPe Porter, United States Ambassador to F*ance, and Mr.
Chester Alan Arthur; for the bridegroom, the Marqu's de Monteynardand Count Joseph de Gabriac, his brother.

The bride was led to the altar by her father. wore an

exquisite robe of white supple moire, trimmed wth flounclngs
of beautiful old point round the long square train, u? tabller
and upon the corsage, arranged en fichu, attached on left
side with a cluster of orange flowers. The point lad® waa

surmounted by a countess's coronet of orange flowers e>et rather
far back, the veil flowing down gracefully on to the moi"e train.

Then came the bridegroom, leading his mother, tl® Marquisede Gabriac, attired in deep blue velvet, with JewelPd
sage front and blue velvet bonnet, trimmed with creati an(*
orange aigrette, followed by the Marquis de Gabriac and M"3Fithian,the latter wearing a lovely dress of white natln, ccv"
ered with Chantilly and embroidered on the corsage with jewe'3
and pearls. Her bonnet of silver, embroidery was ornament?^
with yellow and mandarine bows affixed by diamond ornaments.

Then followed Mrs. Clarence Andrews, sister of the bride,
exquisitely dressed in silver gray fleur de velours, embroidered
with gray velvet rouleaux and sliver thread, In a design of trefoils
and revers of velvet, and collar of Venetian point. Her becoming
hat of soft gray velvet, was raised with shaded plumes to match.
Mrs. Andrews leaned on the arm of Count Joseph de Gabriac.

The mass was said by the cure of Saint Honore d'Eylau and
the Reverend Pere de Gabriac pronounced the nuptial benediction.

His Holiness the Pope sent hlg blessing to the young conple,
the message being read In church by the Reverend Pere de
Gabrlac, who also congratulated Miss Fithlan on having adopted
her husband's religion.

Since then Mr. Fithlan has died at Santa Barbara. His wife
is now in Paris and his daughter, the Countess de Gabrlac, Is one
of the most beautiful ornaments of that city's society. Such la
the astonishing history up to this time of the descendants «f
"Slippery Dick" Connolly.


